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Dear Parents and friends of Parel Vallei 
 
By the time you read this, I will be in the United States of America accompanying 
some of our PV children on the Travel and Sport Top Academic Achievers Tour. It is 
always an opportunity for growth when you visit another country and I look forward to 
sharing some of my experiences with you in the end-of-year newsletter. 
 
The end of term 3 and the start of term 4 is prize-giving and Valedictory season – a 
time when we celebrate excellence and close a chapter for the grade 12 class. It is a 
season of mixed emotions where tears of sadness and joy are shed. But, that is life. 
We will bid farewell to our matrics on the 12th of October but I think it is fitting to wish 
them everything of the best as they prepare for their final exams; we know they will 
do us proud! Parel Vallei has a very proud record of academic excellence and we 
look forward to receiving the results for the class of 2018. 
 
Anybody who knows anything about me will know just how much I believe in the 
saying, “The whole is greater than the sum of its parts”. Nowhere in PV’s history has 
this been better displayed than the 2018 PV/Pearson weekend. Wow! What an 
experience. 
 

 
 
The photo above was stitched together from drone footage taken on the day; what a 
stunning sight! 
 
1500 children and 200 staff from both schools, accompanied and supported by 
family and friends, engaged in a 2-day exchange providing myriads of opportunities 
for children to share, interact and compete. For many children, this was the first time 
they had ever experienced anything like this and I was blown away by their 
responses. Events were extremely well-attended and record crowds were seen at 
the netball, hockey and rugby – not to mention the sports hall bursting at the seams 
for the music concert. 
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I see this as the start of a new chapter for PV, a chapter that starts to set new norms 
and standards, and raises the bar another notch. The sports fixtures for next winter 
are almost finalised and there is great excitement regarding the calibre of schools we 
are going to play. The rugby boys will, amongst others, be playing against 
Rondebosch Boys’ High School and Bishops (at home). The boys’ hockey will play 
Bishops on the same day as the rugby. I will be expecting the school to be 
supporting on these days and one or two other major sports days. The notion of 
standing together is vital for the future success of our children. But this must not stop 
at sports; there is drama, music, debating and much more that is also very important 
and provides an opportunity for the school to celebrate other intelligences and 
talents. 
 
I am very pleased with the progress that the school has made but I still feel that there 
is a great deal of talent that is, as yet, undiscovered and I want to see even more 
children involved. 
 
Parel Vallei is what is known as a Public School and is an asset that belongs to the 
community and will serve the families of the area for many years to come. It is not a 
school that stands alone, oblivious to changing needs, ignorant of fluid social trends. 
I would like everyone to see PV as their school and be able to speak about it with 
pride and know that any contribution (time or finance) made to the school is actually 
an investment in the future of our community and our country. Together we make 
things better and stronger. The whole is indeed greater than the sum of its parts. 
 

 
 

As you would probably have noticed, our pavilion roof collapsed in a recent storm 
and has been fenced off until the assessors have done their job and the dismantling 
process commences. We will keep you informed as soon as we have clarity but until 
then, please assist us by keeping everyone away from the structure. 
 
Please note that the children must remain in winter uniform until the end of the 1st 
week next term. We have prize-giving and Valedictory in that week. Dress for all 
prize winners is full winter uniform and I expect the boys to wear long pants as it is a 
formal event. 
 
The dams are filling up nicely but remember that the best time to save water is when 
we have water. Let’s give thanks for the rains and the life that it brings. 
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Enjoy the break with your children. 
 
 
 
Warm PV greetings 
 
 
 
 
 
 
David 
 
 
 
 

 


