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Dear parents and friends of Parel Vallei 
 
I used to hear the old folks say how time flies. I could never understand it because it 
took FOREVER for my birthday to come around and the school term never ever, ever 
seemed to end. The only thing that flew past was the school holidays! But now that I 
am older, I realise just how fast time does fly. The year has truly flown and here we all 
sit at the end of 2018 with our own collage of mental images and emotions. 
 
I remember starting the year looking forward to my first overseas trip since 1990 and 
all the planning and excitement that went with it. Little did I know that not only would I 
go to Holland, but America too and in the middle of all that I would lose my Dad. When 
you lose a loved one, you really learn what it means for life to go by in a flash. We 
must make use of the opportunities we are given and TURN UP, because you never 
know where life may lead you when you turn the handle and open those doors. 
 
It is holiday time – Christmas time! Time to be with our loved ones and spend the most 
precious of all commodities with them – TIME! Money is nothing. It actually gets in the 
way of life and blinds us to what is important. As my Dad lay dying, I did not think back 
on the money he had or did not have. Instead, I remembered the holidays in Plett.; the 
journey to Etosha Pan and the fishing trips to Port Alfred. I can still taste the crayfish 
we cooked in the dunes at Olifantsbos; the many hours in the swimming pool. I 
remember him watching me play sport. I did not care about his money as he lay there 
dying. God bless you, Dad. You got it right! 
 
Spend time with your kids. I am taking mine up to the Wild Coast for 9 days of fishing 
at my friend’s “shack” with no comforts of home. Just cooking on open fires, fishing, 
swimming (and maybe even going to bed without a bath!). Breads baked in an outside 
oven and fresh fish on the coals. We have got to do this, folks, for tomorrow, we are 
gone. 
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So, how was America? In my last newsletter, I promised to share some thoughts and 
a photo or 2 from the trip. No, Trump did not get to meet me ! I really loved the trip 
and encourage all those who have been invited on the Travel and Sport Top Achievers 
Tour to consider it. It was well organised and packed full of action. Certainly, value for 
money. America is an amazing place and I met some inspiring people. A striking 
feature of American society is the incredible patriotism displayed by everyone we met. 
Everything IS bigger and grander in America. Check the size of this bakkie! 
 

 
 
The New York skyscrapers are a sight to behold, especially at night. Lady Liberty is 
truly moving and I even saw a 12-lane freeway! 
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I was privileged to look after 9 PV children on this tour and it was so reassuring to see 
how well-prepared our children are for the big world out there. They were all so well-
behaved and easily able to adapt to a different culture and find their way around - there 
is nothing wrong with our education system if it is administered correctly. PV is on the 
right track and I saw it clearly on this trip. 
 
Parel Vallei will have over 1300 children next year (the biggest we have ever been), 
necessitating changes to our management structure resulting in the creation of 
additional senior posts. We are almost at the end of this process but I am thrilled to be 
able to share with you that Mrs Kets has been appointed as an internal Deputy 
Principal responsible for the extra-mural programme. Mrs Steenkamp and Mr Traut 
have been appointed as Assistant Executive Heads to support Mrs Manthey and Mr 
De Kock in their new roles as Executive Heads responsible for GET and FET, 
respectively. I am excited with where the school is going and look forward to working 
alongside them. 
 
I would also like to bring you up to date on a few things: 

 The collapsed roof is now being removed and plans are being discussed to 

replace it; 

 We have installed a pop-up irrigation system for the main rugby field and the 

athletics track. We also have permission to water; 

 Rehabilitation of the grass has begun; 

 Be warned of the construction in Irene Rd until June next year, diverting traffic 

through Aberdeen and Dummer resulting in increased early morning 

congestion. 

All that remains is for me to wish you all a blessed holiday and travel mercies. May 
Christmas be a blessed time for all our Christian families as we celebrate the birth of 
Jesus – let’s keep it real! 
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God bless you all and come back safely for 2019. 
 
 
Warm PV greetings 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
David 
 
 
 
 

 


