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To Shout or not to Shout; 

That is the question! 
(With apologies to William Shakespeare) 

 

Dear Parents and friends of Parel Vallei 

 

Fishing has been part of my life since I can remember and one thing that fishermen 

always do is compare the size of their fish. The ones that catch nothing (not me) 

have to use their hands to show the size of the one that got away! The honest ones 

have their hands close together. The dreamers have their hands slightly further 

apart. The armchair/gas braai fisherman has his hands much wider apart while the 

habitual liar (most fishermen) have their arms fully extended. Lastly, the 

argumentative habitual liar is the cum laude category and he normally spreads his 

arms wide, raises them above his head while gesticulating wildly and issuing a 

passionate explanation to back up the gross untruth he is trying to force upon the 

long suffering innocents around him. 

 

 
 

This guy lost a big fish! 
 
Much the same can be said about many parents around the world who come out to 

“support” their children in a variety of activities. Initially, they observe proceedings 

with a measure of dignity but as the spectacle before them begins to take on a form 

that does not suit them, they feel obliged to save their offspring from gross injustices 

and begin to offer pearls of wisdom to the officials. Comments such as “What are 

you doing, ref?” is not uncommon. As their unhappiness grows, so does the size of 

their “fish”. 

http://www.current-works.com/wp-content/uploads/2012/03/Fighting-Fish-The-One-that-Got-Away.jpg
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This guy lost a big “fish” ! 
 

With arms out wide and a wealth of knowledge to back them up, they proceed to 

show all around them just how much they disagree with proceedings or decisions. 

Not wanting to miss out on an opportunity, it is common for these “supporters” to 

share their wisdom with the opposing coaches, players and parents as well and in 

doing so ensure that the job of embarrassing their children is complete. Not only are 

their children victims in such situations but also the school or club that their children 

are representing. 

 

Does this sound familiar? Have you seen this type of supporter at matches and 

events? Or…is this perhaps you? 

 

We are currently in the middle of our winter sports season and I have lost count of 

the amount of sport I have watched so far. Not only do I watch the sport but I watch 

the supporters too. It never fails to amaze me how, to some parents, the very 

survival of mankind depends on their child’s performance or the result of the match. 

Really? 

 

If it is not all about winning then it begs the questions: 

 Why do we insist on extra-murals? 

 How do I support my child? 

I would like us to remember that this is not just about sport but actually covers 

everything happening outside of the academic pillar of the school. Sport matches, 

team selection, leadership positions, cultural roles, prize-giving and awards, conduct 

and uniform etc.  

 

Our business is educating children. We are here to assist parents in the laying down 

of solid foundations from which children can launch when they leave school or enter 

the work place. Balance! It is all about balance in life. Involvement in activities 

beyond the realm of the academic curriculum teaches lessons and helps nurture 

skills that equip us to deal with life. Winning, losing, responsibility, accountability, 
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support, understanding, sympathy, bravery, humility, courage, common sense, 

healthy living, happiness and so on. Too many children go through school without 

balance and do not know what it means to really live. I believe it is our job to ensure 

that there is balance and that they taste victory, and defeat, and know what it means 

to be part of a team/group and all that goes with it. 

 

It is not dying that scares me! It is the “not living” part that I do not like. 

 

How many of us live but are not really alive? How many of us did not make use of 

opportunities available to us and regret it today? How many of us feel that we missed 

out and if we could do it over it would be different? Our lives can be so one-sided 

that we are not able to appreciate what life has to offer and what our bodies are 

capable of. It is not always about winning! But it is always about turning up and 

taking part. In fact, winning all the time can often get in the way of a more complete 

education. We must work hard to empower our children to live life to the fullest and 

support them fully in a manner that grows self-worth. 

 

This is not about us – it is about our children. We are role models for them. There is 

nothing wrong with taking up an opposing position to others but how we 

communicate this is very important. 

 

Let’s make sure that we support our children and our school in a passionate, 

controlled manner that grows self-worth and ensures that we always have the moral 

high ground. We must support in a way that our children want us there! 

 

Winston Update 

 

 

 

I am on guard. Ref, did you see that? 
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Winston is growing beautifully and is now coming into his own. He is more 

comfortable on campus than ever before and simply loves the children. He will be 

travelling to Pearson next term so keep an eye open for him. 

 

 
 
And so, just like that, half the year has gone and it is winter. As usual, the Schencks 

are off to the Eastern Cape for their yearly dose of icy cold high up in the Tarkastad 

mountains. It is one of my “happy places” and feeds my soul. The photograph above 

was taken a few years ago when the snow came down. 

 

Remember to buy your tickets for our musical Fiddler on the Roof, it promises to be 

an amazing showcase of the excellent talent within PV.  Don’t miss out! 

 

I hope you are able to rest and spend time with your children. The doctor prescribes 

soup, red wine, hot chocolate, Netflix and a warm blanket. 

 

If you are travelling, please do so safely. 

 

See you next term. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

David  

 

 
 

 


