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          29 May 2020 
 

Dear Parents and Guardians 

 

It seems unbelievable that we are now at 60+ days post lockdown initiation. I continue 

to pray for your health and safety! This is a huge “storm” that is slowly passing through 

our lives with many uncertainties ahead and a trail of physical, social, psychological 

and economic damage behind it. We are all affected by it in some way or other and all 

we can hope for, is that the damage is kept to a minimum. 

 

Every storm passes eventually and the sun will shine again. The announcement of a 

move to level 3 brings hope of an improvement in economic prospects and I hope you 

are able to return to work. Parel Vallei’s source of income is almost exclusively through 

school fee payment and we hope that the improved prospects under level 3 conditions 

translates into school fee payments. We have a total 115 staff members on campus 

of whom only 39 are paid for by the WCED. The additional staff we pay for results in 

the following: 

 

 School can accommodate more learners – there is a huge need in the Basin! 

 Ensuring manageable class sizes. 

 Beautifully maintained campus. 

 Broad subject choice range including subjects that can only be taught in very 

small groups e.g. music. 

 Quality teaching. 

 Quality coaching. 

 Psychology department on site. 

 Vast array of academic, cultural, sporting and leadership opportunities for the 

children. 

 PV regarded as a Top 20 Western Cape school. 

The school fees are also used for: 

 

 Maintenance of facilities (recent massive upgrade of all internal lighting). 

 Improvement of facilities (Solar panels, pavilion roof, Astroturf floodlights, 

borehole, IT etc). 

 Paying municipal accounts. 

 Security services. 
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 Procurement of all products, equipment and services for all school activities. 

It is safe to say that, with the exception of one or two areas, all of the above bullet 

points are still being offered in one form or another – just not in the manner to which 

we have become accustomed. You would have noticed that there has been a shift to 

teach on line using MS Teams. We did this to ensure that your children will continue 

to be taught during this time of great uncertainty. We do not know when all the grades 

will be returning – it could be weeks or even months and we cannot wait. We are 

committed to teaching the full syllabus so that the children can carry the required 

knowledge with them into next year irrespective of what the DBE decides. We owe it 

to you and the children. Excellence in a changing world – oh my, how the world has 

changed! 

 

Parel Vallei is a quintile 5 fee paying school which means that the state pays for the 

39 staff I spoke about and very little else. Any shortfall in school fees is NOT made up 

for by the WCED as some people think – it is simply lost and puts pressure on 

everyone else. We, therefore, appeal to you to pay your school fees. Please contact 

the fees office if you are facing difficulties. 

 

Warm Parel Vallei greetings. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

David Schenck  


