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          17 April 2020 
 

Dear Parel Vallei Bulldogs  

 

I am proud and humble to be the Headmaster of your school. You are all amazing kids 

and I know you have risen way above the challenges of lockdown and are now learning 

more about yourselves and will come out stronger than before. TUNGU! The President 

issued us with a 5-week lockdown challenge, all of you faced it head on, and in true 

Bulldog style you have not given up.  I AM PROUD OF YOU! 

 

This is a rare opportunity for you to exercise unprecedented levels of self-discipline 

and take control of your life. You are also exploring new ways to learn and plan your 

days. I am sure you are realizing just how much work your teachers do for you and 

how much they care for you. Perhaps some of you have taken many things for granted 

up until now but things are going to be different when we return to school and you 

show us just how much you have grown. 

 

When life hands you a LEMON don’t get sour - make Lemonade!!! 

 

Nobody knows for sure when schools will reopen or what the rest of the academic year 

will look like but remember that you are not alone in this! The whole country is in the 

same boat as you BUT ……. the whole country is not at PV! You are surrounded by 

people who work for you – from our fantastic grounds staff right the way through to the 

SGB including everyone in between. Your teachers, subject heads, HODs, phase 

heads, deputies, admin staff and Winston and I are all here for your and will do 

everything we can to help you through this unique year. 

 

Spare a thought for your teachers who are also discovering new things about 

themselves and their teaching. I have learned to Hotspot my phone to use my laptop 

 (yes I know that this is basic for you but HEY! Gimme a break) and that is how I am 

sending out this letter. 

 

There are many unanswered questions about curriculum, exams, sport, culture, 

dances etc. and I am as frustrated as you but I have no doubt that our Government is 

doing their level best to get us through this pandemic. All I know for certain is that all 

IPT hockey is cancelled and the rugby weeks (Craven week etc.) are also cancelled. 

We have to exercise new levels of patience and understanding and have faith. Do you 
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remember the assembly where I asked you where your strength comes from? Your 

faith will pull you through. 

 

Stay strong and stay healthy – I am missing you all and look forward to seeing you all 

again in a full assembly. I will communicate with you again soon – hopefully with some 

clarity on what he way forward looks like. 

 

Lots and Lots of Blue PV love to you all! The Blue Thread is a powerful thing and 

binds us together NO MATTER WHAT! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

David Schenck  


