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          28 April 2020 

 

Dear PV Bulldogs 

 

I must start this letter to you all by saying how much I miss you and how much I miss 

the old normal!! You are all very special to me and I cannot wait to see you again – 

whenever that is! 

 

How is the work going? How are the stress levels? I am sure you are all coping but 

somewhere in the back of your mind there is a voice telling you that things are not 

going to be the same ever again. That voice is getting louder by the week and it might 

scare you. 

 

Do not be afraid! The only constant in life is CHANGE. Those who adjust fastest to the 

change come out on top. How fast are you adapting? I loved the old normal but the 

new normal might be even better and we might well see just how fast our society has 

been able to move forward and how much we have pulled together as a country. I 

have nothing but praise for our President and his unbelievable work ethic and attitude. 

I cannot believe that some people would make a derogatory remark about the 

president after his attempt to put his mask on.  This type of attitude has no place in 

our country and you, the youth, must stand up and lead the way. 

 

We must stand up and help each other! 

 

I come to you with a challenge. I want to challenge you to stand up and support your 

fellow Bulldogs by making sure that everyone has data so we can all stay connected 

and keep learning. 

 

It has come to my attention that some of our own, our fellow PV Bulldogs, are 

struggling financially and cannot afford data to keep in touch. I would like to ask you 

to work in your register classes as cell groups and stand by those in your class who 

you know are struggling and need help. First prize is to assist them if you can by buying 

them data – chat to your parents and help if you can. You will know who they are.  

Another option is to please contact your register teacher privately and tell him/her 

who you think is in real need of help. Your register teacher will then report back to me 

and we will assist from a different source of funding. I am busy speaking to businesses 
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and I will also be contacting parents to ask if they are willing to contribute to a fund to 

assist those who are in need. I will provide banking details. 

 

We have no idea when the lockdown will end or when schools (separate grades) will 

return. There is every chance that some grades might be at home for a long time and 

we need to keep learning alive. We are also busy exploring other ways of lessons 

happening and I will inform you if we are successful – I am very positive we will be. 

 

Did you all receive the video clip of the little bear climbing the snow covered mountain 

slope? Failure was not an option! The little fluff ball kept going until the summit was 

reached! Did you notice how each failure resulted in a different route being chosen for 

the next attempt. How many of you give up after 1 attempt? TUNGU – Turn Up Never 

Give Up. Parel Valleiers must be known for NEVER GIVING UP! 

 

You will also notice that the mother bear did not abandon her cub – just like I am asking 

you not to abandon your fellow Bulldogs. This is not about liking someone or not – it 

is about supporting! 

 

I will continue to write to you and if you would like to write back please do so via your 

register teacher who will pass it on to me. 

 

I would like to wish all our Muslim learners well over Ramadan. I know it is a very tough 

time with prayers being affected by social distancing and breaking of the fast every 

night is not the same as before because extended families cannot get together. I am 

thinking of you all at this time and pray that Ramadan does not lose its meaning for 

you. 

 

It looks like we will get some clarity on the way forward when the Minister of Education 

addresses us. I will contact you all again after her speech but until then may God hold 

you and your family in the palm of his hand until we meet again. 

 

Loads of Blue PV love to you all. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

David Schenck  


