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          3 May 2020 
 
 

Dear Parents, guardians and Bulldogs 
 
I hope this letter finds you all in good health and that you are safe and still sane! 

Winston has had enough and says this must now stop, so we had to explain to him 

what it was all about. He did not like my explanation, so he promptly went to go and 

sleep on Peanut! 

 

 
 

He misses you all very much! 

 
I miss you all too and look forward to the day that any kind of normal returns. We are 

all looking for answers and greatly desire clarity and stability, but I think it is important 

for us all to accept that there is limited clarity on the way forward coming from the DBE 

(Department of Basic Education) and the WCED. This could change at any moment 

but we must bear in mind the unpredictability of the virus spread and the reaction of 

the relevant ministers in handling their portfolios. I get the feeling that the only constant 

is uncertainty. It is, therefore, important that we take the lead for our school and make 
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decisions that bring about as much clarity and stability as possible. The plans and 

decisions that I am about to share with you do not overrule the DBE or any 

pronouncement from the minister, but they are going to apply until further notice. 

 

The staff has been working through the curriculum using various platforms and the 

children have been working hard. We are all now going to take a two-week break to 

catch our breath and give time for catch up where it is necessary. I gave the children 

the long weekend off and I am going to extend that till the 18th of May. No new work 

will be issued but please use the time to catch up and/or revise. This time will be used 

by the staff to organize themselves into teams (e.g. subjects), identify what needs to 

be done, divide up the workload and undergo training. We are going to move all our 

teaching to one platform with a unified approach that is sustainable and effective. I will 

share more with you as time goes by and we decide which platform to use – we are 

currently looking at two and will decide which one to use. We are also exploring 

statements made by the DBE that websites can be zero rated for data costs for 

education purposes and we are waiting for answers in this regard. 

 

Simply put, we are going to prepare lessons to put on a website for the children to 

access on a daily or weekly basis as we work through the syllabus and try to do this 

at zero costs to you other than having a suitable device. The website can be accessed 

like any other website, so a cellphone can be used if necessary. All the necessary 

training is being planned for the staff and will be rolled out in the next two weeks and 

then we will bring the children on board from the 18th of May with their own training on 

what to do with the intention of starting lessons as soon as possible after that. The 

plan is to start off in a sensible manner and bring it all up to speed within a few days, 

getting the whole school up and running. 

 

We have no idea if the curriculum is going to be trimmed or not but we are going to 

teach the syllabus as was planned from the start. We will however have to rethink 

assessment and how to approach it. You probably have many questions, but please 

be patient as we make decisions which will hopefully answer your questions. 

 

We have also had a look at the school calendar and the following decisions have been 

made – many due to DBE regulations:  

 

 All Olympiads: Cancelled. 

 

 Poetry for life: If possible. 

 

 Toastmasters: If possible. 

 

 PV got talent: Cancelled. 

 

 Mr/Miss PV: Cancelled in its current form – discussions to take place. 
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 Matric dance: Cancelled – will be replaced with a formal black tie dinner for PV 

learners only at little or no cost to the learners. I know this might cause 

heartache but many schools have had to cancel the Matric Dance with NO 

replacement. Matrics – I feel for you. Remember that I have two sons in Matric 

as well so I also feel it.  

 

 Matric breakfast: Cancelled – money to be used for the formal black tie dinner. 

 

 Valedictory: This will take place but date tbc. 

 

 All academic outings: Cancelled. 

 

 Film festival: Cancelled. 

 

 Senior ball: Cancelled. 

 

 All sport: Cancelled – some summer sport MIGHT be possible but it is highly 

unlikely. 

 

 Pearson exchange: Cancelled. 

 

 Brakkies Got Talent: Cancelled. 

 

 All interhouse activities: Cancelled. 

 

 Dink-of-sink: Cancelled. 

 

 Drama festival: Cancelled. 

 

 Gr. 11 drama: Cancelled in its current form. 

 

 Speech evening: Cancelled. 

 

 All three prize givings: Cancelled. 

 

 All awards: Cancelled. 

 

I hope this gives you some clarity and stability and helps to settle all the anxiety to 

some extent. We do not have answers yet on exams and term dates. We do not know 

if the year will be scrapped or trimmed or simply bulldozed through! I have a myriad of 

questions about staff and learner safety, parents who want to keep their children at 

home, syllabus adjustments, exams, term dates etc., but I too have to wait. 



4 

 

I will be in touch again soon as I work through these problems looking for answers. 

 

Much love to you all. 

 

David Schenck 

 

 

 

A message to my Bulldogs 

 

Hi Guys and Girls!  

 

I miss you all big time and hope that all of you are 100% fine. I am doing my best for 

you so learning continues, even if the WCED and DBE make changes. I know this is 

not the year you wanted but there is a lesson to be learned here – take charge of your 

life! Some of you are reluctant learners and need to be pushed by the staff. You need 

to make a serious adjustment now because this situation might last a whole lot longer 

than expected and it affects YOU! Take ownership of the situation and become the 

woman or man you are destined to be! 

 

My heart goes out to you all, but none more than the Matrics. I know the gr.8s did not 

expect their first year to be like this and they are missing out on a lot, but they will get 

their turn. Matrics – Bless you all!!!!! I have no words for you other than … 

 

WE LOVE YOU! 

 

We will do what we can to salvage as many of the “Matric things” as possible, such as 

the restructuring of the Matric dance so it is meaningful. But …. we do not know what 

the future holds and we have to be strong enough to adapt. They say “Adapt or Die” 

but I do not intend dying, so I will adapt and challenge you to do the same. I am SO 

SORRY about all the cancellations but we really did not take these decisions lightly. 

 

Enjoy the two week break IF YOU ARE UP TO DATE! Catch up if you need to, 

because we have work to do. Parel Vallei stands for and demands excellence – you 

have the chance to turn Lemons into Lemonade and be remembered as the group that 

TUNGUed. (Neologism!) 

 

Turned up and never gave up! 
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Tons of Blue PV love for you all. Stay strong and stay safe. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

David Schenck  


