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          16 May 2020 
 
Dear Parents and Learners 

 

I pray that you are all still healthy and have managed to keep body and soul together 

in these very trying times. It is clear that we are now very deep into uncharted waters 

and it is becoming difficult to deal with the lack of clarity regarding the opening of 

schools and what the rest of the school calendar year will look like. It is also very clear 

that the scientists and doctors are learning all the time and all plans should be 

considered as fluid and subject to change at a moment’s notice. 

 

It is in the light of this that Parel Vallei has taken the decision to move all our teaching 

to the MS Teams platform and adopt a unified approach to teaching the 2020 school 

syllabus. We were hoping to get clarity from the WCED or DBE on sites being zero-

rated for data, but that has not materialised. There are many benefits to teaching on 

MS Teams – one of them being that all the children will now have free access to the 

full MS Office package and they will get their own PV email address. 

 

I communicated with all the children two weeks ago and said that there would be a 2 

week period where no new work would be given, so they could either catch up, revise, 

or take a break. This officially ends now, meaning that as of Monday, we will engage 

with them once again as learning continues. This engagement will initially be a period 

of orientation and training on MS Teams leading up to the introduction of the first 

lessons and then moving into full swing. There will be errors as we go along but please 

bear with us as we move to e-learning on a scale that PV has never seen before. The 

children will be expected to show heightened levels of self-discipline and commitment. 

 

Thank you for your patience as we made this enormous move. The staff have worked 

(and will continue to work) very hard behind the scenes and I ask you to support them 

as we move our school forward. I would like to single out Mr Wernhard Van Rooyen 

for the enormous contribution he has made to this project.  His energy, guidance and 

hard work are an example to all. 

 

The PV academic team led by Mrs Duvenage, Mrs Manthey and Mr De Kock are now 

working hard with the staff and will soon be in touch with the children. 
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Please stay safe and healthy. 

 

Regards  

 

 

 

 

 

 

David Schenck  


