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          29 June 2020 
 
Dear Parents 
 

Back to school – how a high school operates. 

 

The COVID-19 related school closure is drawing to a close for all the grades with the 

gr11 learners due back on the 6th of July, gr10’s on the 7th of July and the gr8 and 

gr9 learners following on the 3rd of August (or possibly even on the 27th of July – we 

will keep you informed). With this return to school comes the stress of wondering if 

my child is safe and how the school is going to reintroduce them back into the 

system. 

 

In an effort to assist you with understanding the reintroduction process, I would like 

to point out a few factors that you might not be aware of or do not understand clearly. 

There is one fundamental difference between primary schools and high schools and 

it revolves around the issue of subject choice. Primary schools have a set program 

that they run which enables one teacher to teach one class in one venue every day 

without the need for movement. There is some movement at gr7 level, but this is by 

choice and can easily be avoided. High schools are very different – they break up 

into different classes on a period by period basis according to the individual child’s 

subject choice and the children move to the room of the teacher to whom they have 

been assigned. In short, the teachers stay in a venue and the children move from 

class to class. 

 

It is not possible to keep high school classes in the same venue all day and get the 

teachers to move to them! 

 

This means that there is a lot of movement in the corridors between lessons and 

when you have 1300 children in a building + 80 teachers then there is going to be 

congestion and there is nothing you can do about it. The question then, obviously, is 

“What are we going to do about it?” 

 

The really honest answer is that in a large school such as PV, there is not too much 

you can do about it other than a platooning system, which means that the school 

runs in two sessions with half of the children finishing at 12:00 and the other half 

finishing at 18:00. This is far too disruptive in so many ways in the school and in 

family life so we are not going to adopt such a model. 
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The onus is going to be on the children to make sure that they behave responsibly 

and maintain all the necessary COVID-19 protocols, including every effort to 

maintain social distancing. It is going to be difficult but there is really no other way. 

The school has decided to make the corridors One Way to help avoid bumping into 

each other. We are also going to allow the children to wear civvies. Wearing civvies 

allows for a fresh set of clothes every day because the virus can survive overnight on 

clothing items and then be transferred the next day.  

 

The tuckshop will be closed. 

 

The bathrooms are cleaned every hour and there is controlled access to prevent 

overcrowding and unnecessary risk. The children will be required to fill in a pre-

arrival COVID-19 screening form and when they arrive at school, they get 

temperature screened and sanitized. There will NOT be any assembly of any sort for 

the foreseeable future and the school based extra-mural program is suspended 

indefinitely. 

 

The finer details of the children’s timetables will be given through to them in due 

course. 

 

Please note that the children are expected to come to school – live lessons in class 

are always better. The normal absentee procedure will be applied BUT if you have a 

serious concern regarding comorbidities, please inform Mrs Kets 

(sport@pvallei.co.za) AND Mrs Burger (absentees@pvallei.co.za) in the LA office. 

 

Yours faithfully 

 

 

 

 

 

 

David Schenck  


