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Dear parents and friends of Parel Vallei 
 

The Rugby World Cup Newsletter 
 

 
 

The most important event this term was surely the RWC ’19 Japan! What a journey 
for our nation! I was privileged to be able to hold the William Webb Ellis trophy back 
in 2007 when we won it for the second time and I remember it like it was yesterday. 
South Africa has been through a rough patch since then and the current triumph 
could not have come at a better time. Siya Kolisi has proven himself to be a 
formidable ambassador for our country and many of our politicians should go to him 
for lessons in leadership. He truly stands for all South Africans and shows a 
profound and complete acceptance of all people from all walks of life. He has 
WISDOM! 
 
It is up to us to do the same. Perhaps we need to take the advice of Marcus Aurelius, 
Emperor of Rome from 161 – 180 AD: 
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The only way our country is going to move forward is when we stop feeling sorry for 
ourselves and start working together. Parel Vallei must be the place where all the 
values contributing to this Togetherness are lived out on a day-to-day basis and 
become habits that our children carry into their adult lives. Somewhere, somehow, 
the cycle of racism, exclusion, violence and hatred must be broken and a new 
culture of acceptance and working together must be nurtured. The victorious 
Springbok rugby side comes from all sorts of backgrounds and cultures but those 
men embraced the good in each other and registered an achievement that will be 
etched in our history books forever. 

The World Cup was not won by only the coach and the men in the team on match 
day – it was won by everyone who played a part in getting that team to that point on 
that day! That might well include some of us – even if it means all you did was wear 
green on a Friday and did your grocery shopping in a Springbok jersey. Even 
Winston played his part. J 

 
 
The Blue Thread of Parel Vallei must be like this and grow stronger and stronger 
sweeping through our school like the “Green Fever” that swept through South Africa. 
We do this by understanding that we are all able to contribute in our own special way 
and the sum total of all these contributions becomes a very powerful thing. Creating 
a sense of self-worth through a combination of academic endeavour and extra-
curricular activities promotes good citizenship. When you link this to a pursuit of 
excellence then you start building the leaders of the future. I believe that Parel Vallei 
has done this again this year and will strive to keep on improving. No single child 
must feel less important than any other child – everybody has something to 
contribute and everyone gets a moment to shine but you must make use of that 
moment. TUNGU – Turn Up Never Give Up. The whole is greater than the sum of its 
parts!  
 
Next year starts with a bang as normal, with individual and school challenges. Inter-
schools is around the corner; I want the trophies back in my office. We can have 
another brilliant even better year if we all work together and contribute. 
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Remember this? J 
 

And so the year draws to a close and we get a chance to sit back and breathe a little. 
There is truly nothing more important than having family around you and I hope you 
all find (make) the time to simply be in each other’s company and share memories. 
Money is not important! Expensive presents do not say “I love you”. Time is 
precious – you can always buy a present but you cannot buy back time. Take 
time to make a potjie – do not rush it! Take time to make decent coffee – do not rush 
it! Take a slow walk – do not rush it! Take time to tell your family that you love them – 
do not rush it. Switch off the TV. Switch off the WiFi. “Switch on” the braai fire J! 
May God bless you richly with time and opportunity and may He grant you the 
wisdom to use both. To all our Christian families – have a blessed Christmas and 
be sure to remember what it is all about. 
 
Travel safely and come back ready to take the Blue Thread to new heights. 
 
 
 
Warmest PV greetings 
 
 
 
 
 
 
David 
 
 
 


