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Dear Parents 
 
 
Reopening of sporting and cultural activities 
 
 
The Covid-19 plague has affected all our lives in many ways and we are longing for 
the day when life can return to normal. We are all hoping for that day to come soon 
but until it does, we must be on our guard. 
 
Government Gazette 44922 states that all sporting and cultural activities (including 
matches between schools) may resume but without spectators. This is a national 
directive and it is up to the individual School Management Teams to assess their own 
circumstances and make responsible decisions regarding the extent to which their 
school resumes extra-mural activities. Our core business is academics and our 
immediate priority is to ensure curriculum completion and the safety of learners for the 
gr. 12 Prelim Examinations. 
 
In addition to the early closure of schools by the DBE, Parel Vallei also suffered a 
serious Covid spike at the end of last term and the school was closed for an extra 6 
days affecting teaching time and the completion of our assessment program. On top 
of all of this the Western Cape also finds itself in the grip of a third wave of infections. 
The school has taken a decision to allow all sporting and cultural activities to reopen 
with immediate effect but will be exercising extreme caution when it comes to any 
physical contact interactions with outside learners. Sports matches against other 
schools is of primary concern as it has the potential to bring another round of infections 
into the school resulting in possible exclusion from the Prelim examinations (for 
Matrics) and class time. 
 
We have, therefore, decided that Parel Vallei will not participate in any winter sports 
matches involving non Parel Vallei opponents. The Sports Department has been 
tasked with designing an exciting fun filled internal competition that will stretch over a 
2 – 3 week period providing opportunities for our players to participate in the sport they 
love. 
 
I urge all our Parel Valleiers to get involved with this exciting internal winter program 
after which we will turn our attention to the start of the summer program with as many 
full external fixtures as possible. 
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We can only hope that normality returns sooner rather than later but until then please 
continue to emphasise the need to observe all Covid 19 protocols. This is not the 
winter sports program we wanted so lets work together to ensure that next winter is 
back to normal. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
 
 
 
DM SCHENCK 
HEADMASTER 
2021.08.13 
 


